15-441/641 Style Rubric

Almost Always

Sometimes/
Inconsistently

Not
Usually/Never

Every file has a header comment
describing the code in the file.

Every function has a comment
describing what the function takes in,
does, and returns.

Tricky or confusing code is annotated
with comments describing what it does.

Library calls are checked for error
codes; errors are handled appropriately.

There is no dead / unreachable code.

There is no redundant code that should
have been broken out into a “helper”
function.

Code is indented; indentation depth is
consistent.

Variable and function names describe
the data they contain in a
human-interpretable way.

Variable and function names
consistently use the same formatting,
e.g., camel case or underscores

Lines are not longer than 80 characters.

Code is divided modularly; no monolithic
functions or files.

Constants are defined only where
needed and given a comment to
describe what they do.







